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Assoc. Prof. Gary Antonio C. Lirio leads the Center for Life Sciences Research under 

the Research Institute for Science and Technology at the Polytechnic University of 

the Philippines. His research work focuses on microbial resources, particularly in the 

isolation, characterization, and application of microorganisms for environmental and 

biotechnological purposes. 

He has been actively engaged in discussions and training related to export control 

and dual-use research. He participated in the Strategic Trade Management 

Awareness Forum for Philippine Academia held on March 19, 2024, at Sofitel 

Philippine Plaza Manila, and in the Workshop on Enhancing the Protection and 

Control of Emerging Dual-Use Technologies conducted on August 5–8, 2024, in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, sponsored by the Pacific Northwest National 

Laboratory (PNNL). These engagements provided him with a deeper understanding 

of the global frameworks governing strategic trade management, responsible science, 

and non-proliferation measures. 

He continues to advocate for responsible conduct of research and biosafety awareness 

in academic and research settings, aligning scientific advancement with international 

security standards. 
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